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Audrey Cendran takes a break fram work at BeBop Bar on 5t. Denls 5t. Smoking in Quebec bars will be illegal as of Jan. 1.

Ban lights up waft of protest

Bars, restaurants to stub out Jan. 1

A stroll along St. Denis St. reveals
establishments-already have own protocols

Walk up St Denis St from Ste.
Catherine 5t E. and you'll sce all
the Montreal lunchtime clichés
- the teal ones - panhandlers,
potholes, taxi deivers way too
trigger bappy with thelr horns,
enough to-go lattes to float a en-
pertanker and, of course, smok-
el i

The smokers stroll, sitat ter-
racesor stand in front stores or
restaurants, their body English
supzesting they've just out for a
gquick one, the fact many of them
Liasre lianids cupped around their
clgarettes, comfirming that thes
kuow the panhandlers are out
and may ey to bum one,

They are living examples of
humanity’s ahility to adapt, to
arjust their routines — and their
addiction — to changing chreum:
staness. But walk Into the BeBop
Bar and you'll mect Dan Ro-
mano, whe thinks this changing
clircumstances thing is getling
way, way ot of hand.

“Basically, what we're doing
is drawing 4 line n the sand,
what we're saving is that the
sovernment is going too far
with its nanny state impera
tives trying to force people to be-
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have,” He says.

The “we™ to whom Romana is
referring is the 35-member Citi-
gens Againsl Government FEn-
croachment and the latest state
imperative heing Bill 112, the
provincial ban on smoking in
bars and restaurants that foes
intoeffect onJan, 1.

“¥ou shonldn't simole, you
shouldn’t be'fat, you shouldn't
drinls —it's not the kind of soci-
ety we want tolive in and it isn't
part of the government's man-
date,” he said.

Romeing 8 a dikyear-old busi-
ness ennsultant whois physical-
Iy fit and dossn't smoke and
eaid he has received no support
trom the tobacco industry

Iy fact, he sald, the idea for
CAGE had been kicking around
sincelast year, when the federal

povertonent banned fans fats
Infoods,

“We're trving to unify the dif-
forent groups that are ham-
pered by these kind of aws to
make one, unified voice against
the givernment,” he said,

One of the voices that is al-
ready onside with Bomano be-
longs toBebastien Tanuzel, man-
ager of the BeBop and wonder-
ing how long he'll be doing busi-
ness ohce Bill 112 becomes law

“Winety-eight per cent of my
customers are smokers,” he
said, “Il they can'teome in here
and smoke, six months later; 'm
findshed. Fmclosing up,”

Tanuyzi 2aid hedoesn't oppose
anti-smoking laws, per se, but
thinks restaurateurs should
havea choice,

“It's like etting a lguor 1§
cetyce: You have a choice of be-
e o restaurant or being a barn
o AE Tmake this a smokers! har
and siz monlhs Tater T'meclosed
=il was my choee and my fault
hecause Tdidn't gauge my clien-
fede”

And lannzzi said he's a liftle
dazed and colfused over
whether povernment’s against
tobaceoor just smolce.

“They talle about legalizing
potand yet bamiing cigavetios.
There's something there that
doesn't make sense"!

Romana figures governments

spenid. too mich Hine invelved
in secial engineering when they
should be doing what they pot
elected fo do — a mandate that
ranges from filling potholes to
making sure the health system
works to ensuring the eduea-
tion system doesn't collapse.

But even thouglia stroll along
St Denis with Romano reveals
bar after restanrant alter colles
shop that has independently es-
tablished protocols to cater to
smokers, non-=mokars or both,
thers is nagging suspicion that
noe matter. how: many peopde
flock to CAGEs standard, the
fix, astheveay isin,

Walk back toward Ste. Catlier-
irte, count the munber of smok-
ers pmong the hundreds of
passersby and you'll come up
with aratio shightly higher than
the one in four sugeesled by the
polls.

But even if it was hichern, that
deesn't change the fact Bill 112
will be L

And [anuzzi. despite his claim
he prefers to gat ticketed for to-
bacco law violations than eive
in, will probably end up doing
the smne thing smoelicrs around
the world have learned to do
ovier the past 20 years.
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