‘Rights under attack: activists

Anti-terror bill threatens freedom of expression, marchers say
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Canada is slowly turning into a po-
lice alale as the government rushes an-
ti-terrorism legislation through Parlin-
ment, o eonlition ol civil-rights and an-
ti-globalization activists charged yes-
terloy

About 60 people marched through
downtown stropts to protost against
what they see ns the dismantling of in-
diviciual rights puarantesd by the Cana-
disn Charteroff Rights and Fresdoms;

Ahmed Abhdirahman, spokesman for
Chparalicn SalAMIL, an anti-globaliza-
Hhan group that organized the protest,
S BCA6 uses Che fight agains tare-
pontismm as i prelesl o compromise jos.
ee and feecdom of edpression,

The bill {s expectod Lo cleat Senule in
the coming woek,

"The defiidtdon of lerroriam in Bl
€98 18 50 vague that it could involve
formis of protest and dissent that have
nothing to dowith terrorism,” Abdi-
rahman sadd,

Under the new defindticn, Abdirah-
man eaid, people can be suspected of
tarrprism or tacilitaring terrorism by
prrticipating in strikeg, civil dizobedi-
BneA- campaiegns and unsanctioned
damonstratinns,

The protesters gathered ar Cahor
Byuare, opposite the Maontreal Chil-
dren's Hosplial, then marched in si-
lenee with their mouths coversd by
picees of black cloth wilh (=86 written
ol it.

They held another short rally in
tront of RENMP headguarters at Greens
Ave, and Dorehester Blvd,

JOHM KEMMNEY, GATETTE
Antonin St; Jean takes part in ves-
terday’s rally outside RCMP head-
quarters in Westmount.

Protest organizers said the new leg:
islation gives the palice powers to in:
terrogate, detain and spy on people
suspected of terrorist acrivities with-
outappropriate checks and balances.

It also allows for preventive arrests
and detention as well as investigative
hearings whers a person is compelled
to co-uperate with the police; suspend-
inghis right to remain silent.

But the protest drew little attention
from crowds buosy with Christmas
shiopping.

David, o universily professor who
teaches polities and didn't want Lo give
hls last name, sald part of the apalhy
conld be explained by afecllng of inge-
curity that the government 1s sleilifully
axplotting:

"Uivil rights, democracy and free-
tlom ara tor the conrameons.! David
said. “'hey aran't for shaap who exe
pecbsed Lo bre prcibacten by thake govern-
mentfrom anythingand evarything,

Dravid saicl the pupulation is baing
Iulled into a [alse senae of securlly
thinking that the new menauved will wl-
lowy the govermnent Lo flght lerroriam
bettor

“Look atTseacl," Dovid gald, "Thoy
are dolngevervihing under the sw but
can't stop terrorist attacks,

More resoiress not morelaws Ao
what's neaded, David sald,

“Lrive more money to the CS18 and
the army &0 they can do thelr job, 1
have nothing againstthat. Bar den't
hismuentle ther syatem of givil [Thertiss
L Dok 100 VErrs e us e e,

Eilesnn Young, of the Coualikion
Againgt War Hysteria anid Raclsm,
said she belleves Bill C-36 18 partol 4
broader corporate-inspired govern-
ment policy to stifle anti-globalization
dissent. i

“This has nothing to do with tervor-
lsm " Young sald, “They are frying to
make criminals out of us, because iow
our activities are defined as torrorist
acrivities.”

+ Levon Sepunts’s E-maill address is
Isetnis T Regazorte southam.co.



